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SUB J : SICLAIT ASSETS SEIZED 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 2508 

1 . PRESIDENT DUVALIER DIRECTED ON SEPTEMBER 16 
THAT THE ASSETS OF HENRI SICLAIT BE SEIZED. CITING 

LEGAL SANCTIONS AG AIN S "ILLICIT ENRICHMENT AT THE EX- 
PENSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS", THE PRESIDENTIAL DECREE SAID 
THAT SICLAIT'S SCANDALOUS OPULENCE CONTRASTED WITH 
THE RESOURCES PROVIDED BY HIS SALARY. 

2. THE DECREE SPECIFIED THAT ALL OF THE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AND REAL ESTATE BELONGING TO THE FORMER 
DIRECTOR OF THE REGIE DU TABAC, HENRI SICLAIT, ARE 

AND REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF THE STATE, WITHOUT PREDIUDICE 
TO FURTHER LEGAL ACTION". 

3. WHILE THE EXTENT OF SICLAIT'S WEALTH IS NOT KNOWN, 

THE ASSETS NOW BEING SEIZED PROBABLY ARE WORTH SEVERAL 
MILLION DOLLARS. SICLAIT WAS FOND OF REAL ESTATE AND 
HAD NUMEROUS HOUSES IN PORT AU PRINCE AND 
ELSEWHERE. HE IS KNOWN TO HAVE EXTENSIVE BUSINESS 
INVESTMENTS, MOST OF WHICH WERE CONTROLLED THROUGH 
INTERMEDIARIES. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT A 02519 180906Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

4. COMMENT: DUVALIER'S VIGOROUS ACTION IN SEIZING 
SICLAIT'S ASSETS AND FIRING HIS ASSOCIATES IS AN 
INTERESTING CONTRAST WITH HIS ACTION AGAINST FORMER 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR, LUCKNER CAMBRONNE. WHEN 
CAMBRONNE WAS FIRED IN 1972, FEW OF HIS ASSOCIATES 
WERE SERIOUSLY INCONVENIENCED AND HE STILL HAS 
NUMEROUS BUSINESSES IN HAITI. 

ISHAM 
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